Senior Ecologist / Threatened Species Conservation & Research
How To Apply
Submit your CV, a letter of interest (maximum 3 pages) addressing key selection criteria. Submit your application by midnight 22 November 2026. 
Key Selection Criteria
Essential Criteria
1. Demonstrated experience leading ecological research, monitoring or conservation projects
· Proven ability to design, manage and deliver ecological, threatened species or conservation programs from inception to completion.
· Your answer:
2. Strong scientific writing and communication skills
· Demonstrated experience preparing high-quality technical reports, scientific publications, management recommendations, funding applications or client deliverables.
· Your answer:
3. Project management expertise
· Ability to manage budgets, timelines, staff, logistics and project risks while delivering high-quality outcomes.
· Your answer:
4. Leadership and people management skills
· Experience supervising, mentoring and supporting staff, students, contractors or multidisciplinary project teams.
· Your answer:
5. Technical ecological expertise
· Demonstrated understanding of ecological survey design, biodiversity monitoring, ecological assessment and conservation management.
· Your answer:
6. Stakeholder engagement and collaboration
· Proven ability to build and maintain productive relationships with government agencies, Traditional Owners, researchers, clients, industry and conservation organisations.
· Your answer:
7. Ability to work independently and manage competing priorities
· Demonstrated capacity to balance multiple projects and deadlines while maintaining high standards.
· Your answer:
8. Fieldwork capability
· Willingness and ability to undertake extended fieldwork, travel across Victoria and interstate, and work in remote environments where required.
· Your answer:
9. Current Australian Driver's Licence
· A valid licence and willingness to travel regularly for field and project delivery activities.
· Your answer:
Desirable Criteria
10. Relevant tertiary qualifications
· Degree or postgraduate qualifications in ecology, zoology, environmental science, conservation biology, statistics, bioinformatics or a related discipline.
· Your answer:
11. Threatened species conservation expertise
· Experience in threatened species recovery, conservation planning, population monitoring or adaptive management.
· Your answer:
12. Specialist ecological knowledge
· Expertise in one or more of the following:
· Amphibian ecology
· Freshwater ecology and fish conservation
· Reptile ecology
· Mammal ecology
· Botany
· Landscape or ecosystem conservation
· Your answer:
13. Quantitative ecology and data analysis skills
· Experience applying statistical approaches to ecological data, including occupancy modelling, population estimation, biodiversity monitoring or impact assessment.
· Your answer:
14. Technical computing capability
· Proficiency in R, Python, GIS, spatial analysis, bioinformatics or ecological data management.
· Your answer:
15. Partnership and collaboration development
· Demonstrated success developing productive partnerships, collaborative research programs or multi-agency conservation initiatives.
· Your answer:
16. Funding and business development experience
· Experience securing research grants, developing proposals, generating work opportunities or contributing to organisational growth.
· Your answer:
17. Professional networks
· Established networks within ecological consulting, academia, government agencies, Traditional Owner organisations or conservation sectors.
· Your answer:
18. Commitment to evidence-based conservation
· Demonstrated commitment to applying rigorous science to achieve measurable conservation outcomes.
· Your answer:


